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Why Advocacy Matters

Citizen voices can 
influence lawmakers 
and legislation.

Lawmaker’s 
decisions have a 
MAJOR impact on 
Retirees:
• TSERS’ Bonuses
• TSERS’ COLA’s 



Understanding Your Legislature

Know how your state legislature works:

Two chambers: 
House & Senate

Committees 
shape bills.

Timing 
affects outcomes.



Types of Advocacy

• Phone calls & emails

• In-person visits

• RGEA Advocacy 
Events

• Social media
campaigns 
and Call to Actions



What Are Key Components for LGERS Advocacy?

• Investment Returns Pension Plan 
(Based on preceding three years)

• Statutes, including understanding 
limitations of LGERS Trustees

• The determination of whether there are sufficient 
investment gains to cover the possible 
postretirement increase in allowance shall reside 
exclusively within the discretion of the Board of 
Trustees.*

• Shall be informed by the findings within the 
annual actuarial valuation reports.

• Take into account both the rate of the record of 
investment gains or losses during the preceding 
three-year period.



LGERS Advocacy

• Maintain Awareness of Pension 
Performance Results in Comparison 
to Peer Public Plans
• Provided in each issue of Living Power

• Advocate for modifications to the pension 
as needed
• Example, 2020 change to allow 
awarding of bonuses (G.S. 128-27 k(1)).



Build Relationships

• Get to know your 
legislators.
• www.votesmart.org
• www.Ballotpedia.org

• Respect their staff.

• Be polite, patient, 
and persistent. 

http://www.votesmart.org/
http://www.votesmart.org/
http://www.ballotpedia.org/
http://www.ballotpedia.org/


Know Your Issues

• Do your homework.

• Understand 
the policy.

• Use data and 
statistics.

• Tell your story.



Telling Your Story

• Make it personal 
and clear. 

• Be brief but specific.

• Share how your life 
has been affected. 

• Share how your 
local community has 
been affected. 



Already Know Your Legislator?

• Contact them to 
meet with you in 
their own districts.

• This is more 
personable and 
highly effective. 



Timing is Everything

• Learn the legislative 
calendar.

• Act early in the 
session.

• Don’t wait until the 
vote is scheduled.



Working with Others

• Teamwork amplifies 
your voice. 

• Join with other 
RGEA members to 
advocate.

• Coalitions show 
broad support. 



Common Mistakes to Avoid

• Don’t assume they 
know your issue.

• Avoid anger or 
threats.

• Stay on script.

• Be persistent.



So, Are You Ready?

Ready to advocate?

Contact your legislator:
www.ncleg.gov

RGEA.info/advocacy/findmylegislator

Sign up for alerts at RGEA.info

Follow our current and past 
legislative updates at 

RGEA.info/news-from-jones-street

Join RGEA advocacy efforts. 

1 2

3 4

Here are four ways to get started. 

http://www.ncleg.gov/
https://rgea.info/advocacy/findmylegislator/
https://rgea.info/advocacy/findmylegislator/
https://rgea.info/advocacy/findmylegislator/
https://rgea.info/news-from-jones-street/
https://rgea.info/news-from-jones-street/
https://rgea.info/news-from-jones-street/
https://rgea.info/news-from-jones-street/
https://rgea.info/news-from-jones-street/
https://rgea.info/news-from-jones-street/
https://rgea.info/news-from-jones-street/


Thank You!

Questions? Contact:
Jackson Cozort 
govrelations@rgea.info | 919-417-7266

Keep up with our weekly Legislative updates:
rgea.info/news-from-jones-street

Let’s work together for a stronger future.

mailto:govrelations@rgea.info
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